


















before. Matisse is represented by a beauti
ful but not very recent still life. Bonnard has 
two marvels of color and pattern, whiter 
and clearer and more subtle even than 
before .... 

Most of the shops and restaurants are open 
(except for conspicuous German of col
laborationists' houses such as Heinke/ and 
Maxims),-but eating away from the 
messes is not too satisfactory and useless · 
anyway because the messes are so good. 
The night clubs are all in existence, but 
very expensive. A martini at the Ritz bar 
cost $1.20. 

The Germans had been relatively kind 
in the four years of occupation. While 
most landmarks had been preserved, 
many familiar buildings and monuments 
had been used and abused. The German 
military had ,no tolerance for the French 
underground resistance, and those partic
ipating in such activity were executed as 
they were captured. 

A conspicuous change in the aspect of the city 
is the absence of many bronze statues. One 
didn't perhaps remember just what was com
memorated at the crossing of the Baul. St. 
Germaine and Baul. Raspail or even behind 
the Madelaine,-but the pedestals are empty 
now, as are several in the Tuileries and the 
long Quais. Henry Vis still on the Pont Neuf 
and so is Louis XIV in the round square. Both 
Joans of Arc are in place but Shakespeare is 
gone from the Baul. Haussman . ... As a 
matter of fact, the Luxembourgh [Gardens} is 
very shocking indeed. The gardens are still 
closed because of mines; many earthworks 
and concrete pillboxes can be seen through 
the broken grills; the tree trunks are scarred 
and battered; the rear f a<;ade of the Ode on is 
pock-marked and the palace itself has suf
fered materially without being actually de
stroyed. All along the sidewalks and walls in 
this quarter are little mounds of flowers with 
plaques indicating where and how such and 
such a man or woman died. There are places 
where these are so numerous that one has to 
pick one 's way through them . ... All over 
here there are small arms fire holes in the 
buildings revealing the clean can [sic] stone 
beneath, Like newly cut flesh wounds. One 
pillar is gone from the colossal order on the 
Crillon. The fountains are intact. The horses 
of Marly were removed to safety before the 
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war. The Tuileries are the world's finest 
motorpool. For some reason or other the 
jeeps and trucks are no less shocking in this 
purely 18th century landscape than the 
tomato vines that alternate with the rose trees 
in the flower beds. 

And, in Summary: 

As a matter of fact, Paris has never been as 
beautiful. ft seemed to me that the vast har
mony of its layout-a beauty that is man
made in its entirety (except for the modest 
presence of the river and certain small, al
most inconsiderable hills )-the flow of av
enue into place, of narrow winding streets 
into mathematically planned square, the 
play of perspectives lined with green, of 
rhythmic bridges and noble monuments per
fectly framed,-that this ensemble, surpas
sing even the most perfect single master
piece, qualifies the city as the greatest work 
of art one can expect to see on earth. 

On this note18 and in this setting, 
perhaps the Place Vendome, we leave 
Jerome. The war was not over, his ser
vice would continue for another year, and 
his correspondence with his mother 
would last until her death (in 1961 at the 
age of ninety-one). He would move back 
into his Paris apartment in a couple of 
months and would carefully continue his 
restoration of the Cassis property as a 
special center for artists-especially 
painters. The early part of Jerome's life 
journey, which we have shared by peek
ing into his mother's correspondence 
files, was been one of maturation and 
determination. Returning to the France 
that he loved created a watershed of pur
pose and a stimulant to Jerome's diversi
fied artistic accomplishments of the next 
twenty-five years. 

George Richard Slade is a lifelong resi
dent of the Twin Cities, and has had sev
eral significant career opportunities, in
cluding banking and trust activities with 
the present Wells Fargo and the U.S. 
Bancorp; the presidency of the Minnea
polis College of Art and Design and the 
James Jerome Hill Library. A graduate of 
Yale University and the Harvard School of 
Business Advanced Management Pro
gram, Slade has a MALS degree from 
Hamline University and a DFA (Hon) 

from the College of Art and Design. James 
Jerome Hill was Slade's father's first 
cousin. The author of this article and the 
editor of Ramsey County History wish to 
thank Eileen McCormack of the James J. 
Hill Library for her help in the publica
tion of this article. 

Endnotes 

1. The first letter in Maud Hill's Jerome file was 
dated 1912, when he was seven, and somehow re
flected the tone of his future correspondence: "I 
love you and I hope you are having a nice time. We 
are all well and happy. I am in the dining room 
now." 

2. Private Hill painted a Botticelli-like scene on a 
fellow soldier's plaster arm cast; a photograph of 
that work was reproduced in Letters to Life maga
zine, causing a vast amusement among those who 
identified the "housepainter." 

3. From this point, it is impossible to tell, from 
Jerome's letters home, what his military career ac
tually was. The disinformation and non-information 
in his letters kept his mother from gossiping about 
military secrets, but it means that we, as readers of 
those letters, are also in the dark. We will note a 
couple of gleams oflight as they occurred. 

4. The balance of this essay is almost verbatim 
from two letters, one each dealing with the return to 
Cassis and to Paris. 

5. Charlotte was the person who, with her hus
band, had staffed Cassis for Jerome. Thus Char
lotte's door was actually Jerome's door. The hotel 
was across the road. 

6. Euphemism due to censorship. Probably 
Toulon. 

7. Several euphemisms about Cassis. 

8. The departing German military tried to leave the 
port in unusable condition. 

9. The man who had sold Jerome the property. 

10 Jerome's Army Airforce Intelligence School. 

11. Jerome's Aunt Gertrude (Gertrude Hill Gavin, 
sister to Louis, Sr.) had finally figured out, through 
her husband' s cousin's nephew, that Jerome was 
doing intelligence work on the staff of Air Force 
General Ira Eaker. Jerome hinted at this but never 
directly confirmed his position. The report, as circu
lated by "Aunt Gee," was that Jerome was doing so 
well that he might be kept on for some time. 

12. Jerome's agent who had remained in Paris. 

13. Two traditional five-star hotels. 

14. As the property of a U.S. citizen. 

15. Jerome's erstwhile housekeeper. 

16. J.P. Morgan et Cie., of course. 

17. The New York Times dated February 5, 1999, re
viewed an exhibition entitled "Picasso and the War 




